Racine Zoo Conservation Education Summer Apprenticeship

Conservation Education Apprenticeship Program
The Racine Zoo’s Education Apprenticeship Program offers the opportunity to work directly with a small group of animal ambassadors and explore the role of a professional Zoo Educator. Apprenticeships are ideal for individuals looking for on-the-job experience educating the public, presenting formal and informal programs, and using animal ambassadors and biofacts during programs. This apprenticeship will provide the practical experience needed to be considered for positions working in zoos, aquariums, or other conservation-focused careers. 

Apprentices will gain knowledge of the Racine Zoo Education Department, including curriculum development, program implementation, animal ambassador training, storytelling, empathy-focused practices, and general knowledge of the zoo and aquarium field. Apprenticeships are stipend positions. Housing is not provided. 

Education Apprenticeship Duties
Under the supervision of the Racine Zoo’s Conservation Education Manager, apprentices will be expected to perform the following duties:
· Summer Zoo Camp: The Racine Zoo hosts summer zoo camps for kids going into Kindergarten up to 7th grade. Apprentices will assist in the daily operations of zoo camp under the supervision of the Summer Camp Coordinator.
· Animal Handling: Apprentices must be comfortable handling ambassador animals for public presentations. Animals include (but are not limited to) cockroaches, scorpions, snakes, geckos, turtles, tortoises, and small mammals. 
· Interpretive Programs: Apprentices will participate in both Creature Feature and Wildlife Theater presentations throughout the summer and must be willing to present in front of the public with a variety of animals and biofacts. Conservation messages and actions must be a key focus of the presentations.
· Interaction with Public: Apprentices are expected to be friendly, welcoming, and always show excellent guest service, whether presenting programs or just walking through the Zoo. 
· Program Implementation: Apprentices will be integral in helping with the Zoorific Saturdays, helping plan activities, crafts, and talking points for volunteers to help educate the public on SAFE species. 
· Community Conservation: Apprentices will assist in the Racine Zoo community conservation projects, including purple martin nest monitoring and monarch butterfly tagging under supervision of the Conservation Education Manager.
· Final Project: All apprentices will complete a final project that focuses on an aspect of working as a Zoo Educator. Final projects can include writing a curriculum, creating a presentation, or creating a resource with the goal of enhancing and updating the Racine Zoo Education Department’s current programs. 
· Day-to-Day Operations: Apprentices will assist the Conservation Education Team with day-to-day responsibilities that arise. 

Applicant Requirements
· College-aged or recent college graduate pursuing a degree in education, biology, zoology, psychology, fisheries and wildlife, or a related field. Applicants must have completed at least one year of college and have maintained a GPA of 2.5 or higher. 
· Ability to work in all weather conditions, including but not limited to, extreme heat, rain, and wind and be able to lift at least 50lbs. and stand for up to eight hours a day.
· Must be able to tolerate hay, dust, dander, and animal hair. 
· Must be able to pass a TB test.
· Must have a flexible schedule and the ability to work weekdays, weekends, and holidays.

How to Apply
· Please submit a resume and cover letter to info@racinezoo.org with the subject “Education Apprenticeship Application”. 

Important Dates
· Applications are due no later than April 4, 2026.
· Apprenticeship Dates: May – August 2026

